
 

 

 

 

 

 

F 

 

 

 

Programme – Version dated 20 April 2026 

 

 
 

 

 

FUTURE OF THE ELDERLY  
Active Ageing and Civic Participation  

in a Changing Europe  
 

 

 

Danish Seniors and Global Seniors, in collaboration with EURAG – the European 

Federation of Older Persons, invite you to the conference 
 

Friday, 24 April 2026 | 09:30 – 16:30 

 

The working language of the conference is English 

 

The Common Hall of the Danish Parliament (Fællessalen) 

Christiansborg Palace, 1218 Copenhagen K 
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Introduction  
 

Europe is ageing – but older people are also becoming more active participants in 

society. 

 

As life expectancy increases, new opportunities emerge for participation in society. 

The conference Future of the Elderly focuses on older people not only as recipients 

of rights and welfare, but as active citizens and contributors to democratic debate 

and social development. 

Through presentations by a researcher, a politician and a representative of the 

younger generation – as well as examples from organisations across Europe – the 

conference explores how older people can contribute to democracy, solidarity and 

social cohesion in a changing Europe. 

 

Conference Programme  
(Programme subject to minor adjustments.) 

 

Host: Kirsten Normann Andersen, Member of the Danish Parliament (Green Left) 

Moderators: Maria Justiniano: GS,  Peter Rudolf Hansen: DS 

 
 Programme Schedule 

09:30 Doors open – coffee, light refreshments and networking 

10:00 Welcome by Kirsten Normann Andersen and organisers 

10:10 Opening speech 

 Dirk Jarré, President of European Federation of Older Persons, EURAG  

10:30 Morning session – Perspectives on the Future 

12:30 Lunch break 

13:00 Afternoon session – Experiences from EURAG member organisations 

14:45 Coffee break 

15:00 Afternoon session continues 

16:15 Concluding remarks 

16:30 End of conference 
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Morning Session  
A Society for All Ages –  Three Perspectives on the Future  
 

Anette Tybjerg-Jeppesen 

Licensed Psychologist and Ageism Researcher 

 

When Generations Meet – Why It Matters 

We are living longer and staying healthy longer than previous generations. Yet, 

many still encounter negative stereotypes about age and experience 

marginalisation. 

How does ageism affect our health and quality of life throughout our lives? 

And how can we, as a society, strengthen intergenerational relationships? 

 
 

Mogens Lykketoft 

Former Danish Minister of Foreign Affairs and Finance and President of the UN 

General Assembly during the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals 

 

A Changing World – What Values Do We Carry Forward? 

The world is undergoing profound changes. Climate change, growing inequality 

and geopolitical tensions challenge the international order. 

What strategic challenges lie ahead? 

And what values can the post-war generation contribute when shaping a more 

sustainable future? 

 
 

Naima Yasin 

Secretary-General of the youth organisation SAGA, public debater and podcast host 

 

Young People and Democracy – Are We Listening? 

What do democratic values mean to young people today? 

How do they view the legacy of earlier generations? 

And what role can cooperation between younger and older generations play in 

strengthening democracy in Europe? 
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Afternoon Session  
Experiences from EURAG Member Organisations  

 
 

In the afternoon session, representatives from EURAG member organisations 

present experiences and reflections on participation, democracy and social 

cohesion.  

 

Each presentation lasts approximately 15 minutes and will be followed by a short 

Q&A session. 

 

Programme subject to minor adjustments. 

Speakers: 

 

• Galina Poliakova – Age Concern Ukraine (TLU) 

Living Conditions for Older People during the War in Ukraine 

• Gitte Vesterlund – Global Seniors, Denmark 

Senior Involvement in Society – The Example of “Greenlandic Voices” 

• Veronica Timbalari – Association for Neohumanist Education, Moldova 

The Current situation in Moldova – Generational Perspectives 

• Moira Allan – OLD’UP and Pass It On Network, France 

Knowledge sharing and dialogue across generations and national borders 

• Dana Steinova – Czech Society for Memory Training and Brain Jogging 

The Future of Seniors – Does Society Recognise Their Potential? 

 
 


